
 

 

ARTS SOCIETY TEME VALLEY STUDY DAY 
 

FRIDAY 1st December 2023 
Lecturer : Imogen Corrigan 

Signs and symbols in mediaeval art 
Cawley Hall, Eye, Luston HR6 0DS 

 

10.0 am  Arrival and coffee/tea  
10.30 An introduction to the world of medieval symbolism. 
The day guides the audience through where medieval imagery might be found and the forms it might take 
as well as what it meant to the viewer in the Middle Ages. This ranges from formal sculpture to graffiti. It 
answers some basic questions (e.g. why are fonts usually octagonal, is a hedgehog a good or bad figure in 
medieval art?), but also considers body language and how to spot saints.  

 
11.30-11.45 Comfort Break  
11.45 The symbolism of Mary and a focus on well-known pictures. 
In session two we will look at the symbolism of Mary (appropriate for the time of the year) including her 
Laudable Conditions. We will study the Merode Altarpiece as well as two well-known works of art, 
focussing on the symbolism they contain: St Jerome in his study by Antonello da Messina and the Arnolfini 
Portrait by Jan van Eyck.  We may end with the symbolism of a few animals. 
 
12.45 Lunch  
 
14.00 -15.00   Monsters in medieval art. 
For the last session we will look into the wonderful and sometimes whacky world of monsters, so many of 
which litter our churches and manuscripts. Some are funny, some downright disrespectful, but all show a 
strange mixing of devotion with deformity, piety with profanity, reverence with roguishness. Did these 
images have a purpose? What inspired them?  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  
  

Study Day Booking Form Friday 1st December 
  
The cost of the day is £40 per ASTV member and £45 per guest and includes coffee/tea and a 
professionally catered two-course lunch. Wine and fruit juice will be available.  
  

Member’s Name(s)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
  
Tel: ……………………………………………..Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………….  
  
Name(s) of guest(s)………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  
  
Special dietary request……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………..  
  
I enclose a cheque for £………………  OR    I will pay by BACS: sort code 20-39-64   a/c no: 00837520  
 
Please complete the above and send with a cheque payable to The Arts Society Teme Valley to :  
Wendy McCracken, 21 Dinham, Ludlow SY81EJ . Please telephone me on 07766015329 if you have any 
queries or would like more information. Confirmation will be by email unless a s.a.e. is enclosed. The 
Society reserves the right to cancel this Study Day if circumstances dictate and may not be able to 
guarantee a full refund. 


